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Introduction

Long gone are the days that buildings were merely a place to

stay or work. Throughout the years, buildings evolved to places

that we live our lives, create, have fun, relax, give birth, heal or

even produce, invest and profit. As populations of cities are

growing exponentially, we found ourselves spending most of

our time within buildings (actually 90% of our time), and started

to realize the impact they have in our way and quality of living.

Facility managers and building owners are aiming to provide

excellent conditions for users, and at the same time to increase

the efficiency, the profitability and the value of the building

throughout its life span.

Today, the best in class Building Management Systems (BMS)

provide intuitive platforms to control, regulate, and optimize

heating,

ventilation, air conditioning, lighting and shading, energy

management, fire safety, and security systems.

Their impact in efficiency and cost effectiveness make them

an investment that pays for itself in two to three years!

If you have a legacy system installed, you should consider

upgrading to a new one (like Siemens Desigo CC), for a

plethora of reasons that we will address in this report.

As big original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) cease to

support older systems, the need to upgrade is becoming more

and more urgent!

https://www.ashellas.com/automation-2/building-technologies/
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Technically speaking, a building's value is defined as the present value of future benefits arising from

the ownership of the property. The benefits of a property are generally realized over a long period of

time, therefore an estimate of a property's value must take into consideration economic and social

trends, as well as regulations and environmental conditions that may influence the following elements

of value:

The Value of a Building

• Demand: The need for ownership or usage of particular types of property and the financial

affordability of the available stock.

• Supply: The available stock of buildings for sale that meet the relevant needs and desires.

• Utility: The ability of the property to satisfy future owners' desires and needs.

These might seem straightforward but they involve complex decisions and choices. To maximize the

value of a building, a facility manager must offer highly demanded futures & benefits to the tenants,

and guarantee a cost-efficient and comfortable use of the building. He must constantly balance

between investment in improving these functions of the Building, and the Return on his investment.

A basic element in this quest is the investment in the Building Management System that will dictate the

performance of the Building in many critical functions.

https://www.ashellas.com/automation-2/building-technologies/
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BMS / How to increase the Return on the Investment 

In a cost-benefit analysis, the cost of the system is weighed against the

benefit to the organization, and to ‘soft’ benefits that are more difficult to

quantify, such as improved employee performance and attractiveness of

the building.

ROI (return on investment) means that the installed system will save

enough money to pay for itself after a given period of time in operation.

The savings will typically result from:

• Reduced energy usage and sustainable energy savings throughout its

lifetime. It is estimated that in an average office building, design and

construction represents only 20% of the Total Cost of Ownership

(TCO) during a 25 years life span. Energy consumption represents

40% of TCO mainly attributed to HVAC and lighting while maintenance

costs represent 30% of TCO.

• Higher income due to better efficiency and comfort for the inhabitants

(and subsequently increased occupancy).

https://www.ashellas.com/automation-2/building-technologies/
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As we transition to more complex, higher performing and energy efficient buildings, it is

apparent that traditional Building Management Systems are not up to the task of

monitoring and managing today’s building operations. An old system, besides the

obvious shortcomings on efficiency and performance, present many security issues &

threats. Moreover, old systems completely lack scalability making it impossible to

upgrade and make use of new technologies.

Shortcomings of Legacy Building Management Systems 

In most cases, support is no longer available, and then it’s time to replace the system.

Each system has a limited service life. Trying to overextend it cause maintenance

teams to spend more time reactively fixing problems than they do proactively improving

processes. Upgrading the system can extend the service life some, but upgrading to an

entirely new system gives you a new service plan and comes with better manufacturer

support.

The world is changing fast and we have increased expectations from both building

owners and occupants. It is no longer feasible to remain competitive by using old and

obsolete Building Automation. Old Building Management System installation

https://www.ashellas.com/automation-2/building-technologies/
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The Building Management System is becoming the center of connectivity in 

building management. With the evolutions in IoT, big data analytics and 

artificial intelligence, the face of building management continues to evolve 

and the BMS increasingly takes center stage in the bigger building picture 

and in its connecting with several other systems and building-related areas.

With changing expectations from building owners, regulatory 

challenges (like Energy Performance and Building Directive) and the 

increasing focus on ecology with more attention for building certifications 

such as LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design), building 

management professionals and facility managers  are pushed to this 

integrated approach whereby the BMS has become the integration center 

of connectivity to other systems in all possible areas within the scope of the 

building (such as lighting, energy, lifts, etc.).

The role of a modern BMS

https://www.ashellas.com/automation-2/building-technologies/
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Installing a best of class Building Management System will enable you

to:

A modern building management system can be implemented in virtually

any building, regardless of size or age. Even older buildings with legacy

components and proprietary systems that don’t communicate with each

other can be updated with an integrated Building Management System.

Benefits of installing a new Building Management System

• Manage rapidly changing IT standards

• Protect your systems from cybersecurity threats

• Make use of advanced and powerful cloud computing technologies

• Generate, store and analyze data from the building

• Connect and aggregate data from multiple buildings

• Use advanced tools to analyze and better visualize data and generate

reports and insights to facilitate decision making

• Use mobile applications to stay informed on-the-go

https://www.ashellas.com/automation-2/building-technologies/
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The Siemens Desigo CC case

The open building management platform from Siemens covers every

stage of a building’s life and every application need. One of the best

platforms in the market, Desigo CC delivers top-notch energy and

resource efficiency while maintaining the highest building comfort

standards.

AS HELLAS, as a SIEMENS Solution Partner for Building Technologies, is

helping its customers to provide excellent conditions for their hotel guests, office

employees, mall visitors and shoppers, tenants, patients, students, and at the

same time to increase the efficiency, the profitability and the value of their

building throughout its life span.

Some of our Siemens Desigo installations

Attributes and benefits of Siemens Desigo CC 

• Open platform: Desigo CC is based on global communications standards

allowing external applications to read and write real-time data and 3rd-

party to be integrated through Desigo CC drivers.

• Modular & flexible: Thanks to its modular concept, Desigo CC can grow

along with your building management requirements, protecting your

investment.

• Efficient: Desigo CC minimizes project commissioning time, system

downtimes, and training requirements. Remote access allows building

managers and engineers to optimize settings, to monitor building

performance, and take action – even when on the move.

• User-friendly: Desigo‘s unique user interface makes learning is an easy

task and errors very unlikely.

SIEMENS Solution Partner for Building Technologies

https://www.ashellas.com/automation-2/building-technologies/
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Automation System  Hellas

Since 2003, AS HELLAS is helping Hotels, medical

units, Industrial sites, public buildings, office complexes,

big retailers, shopping malls, educational institutions and

airports, to become energy efficient, profitable, and to

offer a superior experience to their guests, enhancing

their value offering.

The cost of implementing a Building Automation system

is estimated to about 1% of the construction expenses

allowing savings of up to 30% on energy costs, a

predictable and optimized maintenance schedule, and a

very fast return on the investment (usually no more than

3 years).

Contact us to perform a free assessment of your building

and to inform you about the installation of a new Building

Management System that will have a great impact on the

performance and the overall value of your building.

https://www.ashellas.com/automation-2/building-technologies/
https://www.ashellas.com/el/contact/


T: +30 2310 273762, 242213
F: +30 2310 253159

E-mail: info@ashellas.com
www.ashellas.com
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